Plea-Bargains Settling 
8 of 10 Homicide Cases 



Reduced Charges Found to Bring 
Probation or 10 Years at Most 
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Almost eight of every ten ant— who had originally been 
defendants who are accused of accused, of murder— immediate] 
homicide in New York and -who freedom on probation or a pris- 1 




out-of-court negotiations be- 
tween a prosecutor and a de- 
fense lawyer. . 

These negotiations culminate 
in a bargain In which the defen- 
dant agrees to change. his plea 
of innocent to the original hom- 
icide indictment to a plea of 
guilty to aless-serious charge. 

By accepting tie guilty plea, 
the district attorney’s office 
avoids the necessity of a trial 
and the defendant virtually is 



among district attorneys, judg- 
es and defense lawyers. 

District ^attorneys and their’ 
assistants contend that they are 1 
at a disadvantage because of j 
the. huge backlog of murder ca- 
ses and their inability to try 
more indictments. This compels 
them, they say, to accept pleas 
to lesser charges. 

“We’re caught in a buzz saw," 
seys Bronx District Attorney 
Mario Merola. “We haven’t got 
the facilities to try all murder 




